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About Us

• Five different collecting units,

• North Carolina Collection

• Southern Historical Collection

• Southern Folklife Collection

• Rare Book Collection

• University Archives & Records Management Services

• ~50 FTE

• 10,000+ accession records

• 7,000+ archives/manuscript collections

• 1 ArchivesSpace repository

• 3 IT staff members working on implementation



Collection Management History

• Accessions

• Launched ArchivesSpace on 2 October 2019

• Archivists’ Toolkit: 2011-October 2019

• Microsoft Access: pre-2011

• Locations

• In ArchivesSpace as of 14 April 2020

• Excel spreadsheet, Microsoft Access: circa 2004 – April 2020

• Finding aids

• Created stub resource records in Archivists’ Toolkit

• Finding aids created using NoteTab and Oxygen

• Version control managed via GitLab



Three-phased implementation

• Phase 1: Accessions (completed October 2019)

• Phase 2: Locations (completed April 2020)

• Phase 3: Finding aids
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Implementation Phase 1

• Phase 1: Accessions

• Migrated from Archivists’ Toolkit October 2019

• Relatively painless

• Worked with Software Development staff based on received feedback

• Created a plug-in for local customizations, including display of “Processing Status” and “Extent” fields on the browse screen

• Added plug-in for enhanced search options (Built off Hudson Molonglo's Extended Advanced Search plugin)

• Create a drop down for the first component of the unique identifier; autogenerate second and third components of the unique identifier

• Exploring the best way to use Events and Agent records

• Stub resource records and agent records also migrated.

https://github.com/hudmol/extended_advanced_search






Implementation Phase 2

• Phase 2: Collection Locations

• Collection location information has been stored in a Microsoft Access database

• No one* liked this database

• Added top containers to stub resource records

• Added barcodes for materials in remote storage

• Research room staff have read-only access

• Band-Aid measure until we migrate the finding aids

*One person told me they don’t mind it too much.













Implementation Phase 3

• Phase 3: Finding aids/PUI

• We have been hand-coding finding aids using EAD since the 1990s!

• This will be hard for many reasons

• Major workflow shift

• Anticipate lots of legacy data clean-up

• Need to determine the best way to display our digital content

• Aeon plug-in/integration

• ArchivesSpace PUI or ArcLight?
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Questions? Advice?

Contact me!  

dawne_lucas@unc.edu

Thanks!

mailto:dawne_lucas@unc.edu

