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What We'll Talk About Today

Tulsa Race Massacre Task Force
LCSH Proposal Process
Learning & Working Group on Metadata Justice
How this Relates to ArchivesSpace
Words of Gratitude & Resources 
Contact Info 



How can we continually

work to create archival

description that is more

accurate and more

respectful to all of our

users?

A Few Questions

How might we grapple

with and address forms of

discrimination, not just in

our "archival work," but in

the structures of our

workplaces themselves?

How to balance the work

of regularly updating the

catalog and controlled

vocabularies with the

work of rebuilding library

knowledge structures?



Tulsa Race
Massacre Change
Proposal
Technical Process & Our Approach

TRM



TRM

ALA Draft Resolution:

"Greater Transparency in the Library of

Congress Subject Headings Revision

Process"

LCSH Proposal
Process 

SACO and Program for Cooperative

Cataloging

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KpIcyMYU8oWiqsmqfyHITA-EFYgAP3mbirKG1K_7AOc/edit


Sources

Formatting

Difficult for Catalogers to do all of

this work alone

LCSH Proposal
Process

TRM



TRM

Tulsa Race Massacre Centennial

Commission

LC Guide

Congressional Record

Google Hits

Source
Examples



Our Approach

TRM

Collaborative &
Interdepartmental Archivists

Catalogers
Subject Librarians
Adminstrative Staff
User Services Staff



Our Approach

TRM

Shared Labor

Organization
Research
Proposal
Creation/Submission
PR & Outreach



Success TRM

But plenty more work to be done . . .



The Learning &
Working Group on
Metadata Justice

MJ



Important to

acknowledge both the

labor of all those

involved, and the ways

in which we are and

are not proportionally

diverse.

Joey Albin

Karie Antell

Barb Laufersweiler

Jamie Dye

Tyler Franklin

Todd Fuller

Bailey Hoffner

Membership

Courteny Oliphant

Lina Ortega

Jackie Reese

Jay Shorten

Tom Steele

Jenny Watson

Tyler Young

MJ



Library Committee Charter

MJ



Guiding
Principles

Learning

Listening

Shared Labor

RespectCommitted to:

Progress Without Pressure

MJ



Approach
to Work

"Bottom-Lining" or "Anchoring" 

Membership Levels

Grievance Process

Working Members

Affiliate Members

MJ



Grievance
Process

1st Call-In

Conversation Towards

Understanding

2nd Call-In

Step Back & Learn

3rd Call-In

Step Back from Active Membership 

How to resist the functional uses of

shame and punitive forms of justice in

our own group dynamics?

MJ

Call-Ins vs. Call-Outs 



Project Management

Google Drive
Airtable

MJ

Email
Slack
Zoom

Communication Organization

https://airtable.com/tbljKnBWBhnjkkrEi/viw2Ajhjb0EAua8w4?blocks=hide


Major
Areas 
of  Work 

LCSH Proposals

Beyond LCSH Liaisions

Outreach

Collaborations

MJ

Admin

Learning, Growing, Brainstorming



Major
Areas 
of  Work 

Outreach

MJ

Reading Group

LibGuide

Presentations & Papers

PR & Marketing



Major
Areas 
of  Work 

LCSH Proposals

MJ

Change: TRM

New: Green Corn Rebellion,

Oklahoma, 1917

Funnel: Elaine Massacre,

Elaine, Ark., 1919



Major
Areas 
of  Work 

Beyond LCSH

MJ

Local Subject Heading

Change: Undocumented

Immigrants



MJ

Major
Areas 
of  Work 

Liaisions



Major
Areas 
of  Work 

Collaborations

MJ

University Libraries Joint Task

Force on Inclusive Metadata with

UL DEI Committee (2022)

University of Central Oklahoma

University of Arkansas



Major
Areas 
of  Work 

MJ

Admin

Foundational Documents

Documenting Workflows

Project Management



Major
Areas 
of  Work 

MJ Learning, Growing, Brainstorming

Undocumented Immigrants

Describing Disability

Native American Subject

Headings

Describing Incarceration



How does this work
intersect with
ArchivesSpace? 

AS



AS
Thinking in and
Outside of the
"Sand"box 

Library of Congress

Subject Headings -

Implementing Changes



AS
Thinking in and
Outside of the
"Sand"box 

Dealing broadly (and

specifically) with

outdated/offensive

language



AS
Thinking in and
Outside of the
"Sand"box 

Dealing broadly (and

specifically) with

outdated/offensive

language

Forthcoming: statement on main AS page
regarding outdated/offensive language
Interest in expansion of subject/agent
capabilities & interoperability with ALMA to
facilitate regular descriptive language updates



Future
Plans &
Ideas

University Libraries Joint Task Force on

Inclusive Metadata with OU Libraries DEI

Committee (2022)

2022 Presentation?

"Metadata Justice One Year Later:

Lessons Learned and Practical

Applications for ArchivesSpace Users" 

Basic scripts for querying and batch

updating via API

AS



Greenwood Cultural Center

TRM Centennial Commission

#critcat community

Sanford Berman

Violet Fox

Dartmouth Group "Illegal Aliens"

UL Senior Team

UCO Library

So many more . . . !

Gratitude



CONTACT US
metadatajustice@ou.edu 


