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CONTROLLED
VOCABULARIES

Frees, Harry Whittier, photographer. The Entanglement. , 
ca. 1914. June 24. Photograph.

https://www.loc.gov/item/2013648272/.
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Clear 1-1 
Replacements

TYPES OF ISSUES

Require Research or
Collaborative Decision

Address Through Local
Practice



ALTERNATE VOCABULARIES



















CASE STUDY

GAPIMNY RECORDS



Library of Congress Homosaurus





WHERE WE ARE

9,328

subject headings in ArchivesSpace

170

subjects identified for review

51

subjects already replaced with alternatives



Original term Current term

Brothers and sisters Siblings

Illegal aliens Undocumented immigrants

Prostitutes Sex workers

Sexual minorities LGBTQ+ people

Sexual minorities -- Political
activity LGBTQ+ activism



TERMS BEST ADDRESSED THROUGH
LOCAL PRACTICE

Example: Women authors

TERMS THAT REQUIRE RESEARCH AND
COLLABORATION

Example: Indians of North America

MORE WORK TO COME!



LESSONS
LEARNED

START WITH YOUR COLLECTIONS

LIMIT NUMBER OF VOCABULARIES

NO VOCABULARY IS PERFECT

ROLE OF LIBRARY OF CONGRESS



THANKS!
QUESTIONS?
rachel.searcy@nyu.edu
guides.nyu.edu/archivesspace


