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Actionable

• Short
• Unambiguous
• Complete



Communication - Knowledge

• Users
• Developers
• Testers



Behavior Scenarios

• User – ArchivesSpace interaction

• Given / When / Then - Gherkin
o Given some initial state
o When the user makes an action
o Then the system responds with an outcome



An example

Scenario: As a staff member I want to log-in so 
that I can access restricted functionality

Given a user has already created a staff account
And the user is not logged in
When the user browses the login form
And the user submits their credentials
Then the user is successfully logged in



Gherkin Keywords

• Feature: As a [persona], I want to [do 
something], so that [an outcome is achieved]

• Background: context

• Rule: a group of scenarios

• Scenario: Summary of the behavior

• Given: initial state

• When: User actions

• Then: expected outcome

• And / But: additional steps



Given / When / Then order

• One scenario - one behavior
o One When-Then pair

• Ordered steps:
o Given
o When
o Then



Step phrasing

• Steps are ordered
• Detailed
• Use third person
• Subject-predicate
• Present tense
• Declarative not imperative



Real world example

• As an Archivist, I want to identify an Agent linked to a 
(Resource | Digital Object | Accession | Resource 
Component | Digital Object Component) as "Primary"

• Only relevant to MARCXML exports
• Not to appear on the PUI

• https://archivesspace.atlassian.net/browse/ANW-504

https://archivesspace.atlassian.net/browse/ANW-504


Feature declaration
As an Archivist,

I want to mark none or exactly one agent 
link of a Resource | Digital Object | 
Accession | Resource Component | Digital 
Object Component as "Primary",

so that the primary agent appears as a 1xx 
field in MARCXML exports.



Background

The primary agent should appear as a 1xx field in 
MARCXML exports.

It should not be viewable anywhere in the PUI.

On the SUI only viewable on the edit and show views 
of a Resource.



Scenario 1

Scenario: As a staff User, I want to mark exactly one agent as 
primary on a Resource so that it appears as primary on the edit 
view of the SUI

Given the user opens the edit form of a resource on SUI
And the resource has three agent links (two creators and one subject)
And the second agent link is already marked as primary
When the user marks the first agent as primary
Then then second agent does not appear as primary anymore
And the first agent appears marked as primary



Scenario 2

Scenario: As a staff user, I want to see the primary agent of 
a resource, on the show view of the resource on the SUI, so that it 
becomes clear that there is a primary agent defined for that 
resource.
Given a staff user marks a specific agent link as primary on a 
resource
When the user opens the show view for that resource on the SUI
Then the agent link is marked as primary



Scenario 3

Scenario: As an Archivist, I want to see a 1xx field for the primary 
agent in the MARCXML export of a resource
Given the user opens the edit form of a resource on SUI
And the resource has three agent links (two creators and one 

subject)
And the second agent link is already marked as primary
When the user downloads a MARCXML export of that resource
Then a 1xx field appears in the MARCXML for the primary agent link



Scenario Outline
Scenario Outline: As a staff user, I want to open a list of associated 
entities directly from an accession view
Given a staff user opens a "<view type>" view of an accession
When the user selects "<entity type>" from a "Related" dropdown
Then a list of related "<entity type>" entries appears

Examples: View Type Entity type

show Resources

show Top Containers

show Accessions

edit Resources

edit Top Containers

edit Accessions



Wiki Pages updated



Wiki Pages updated



Find Out More

• Books and Tutorials:
o https://www.manning.com/books/writing-great-specifications
o https://automationpanda.com/2017/01/30/bdd-101-writing-good-

gherkin/

• On our Wiki:
o https://archivesspace.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ADC/pages/19202

060/How+to+Request+a+New+Feature
o https://archivesspace.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ADC/pages/35933

06113/Behavior+Scenarios

Get in touch: ArchivesSpaceHome@lyrasis.org

https://www.manning.com/books/writing-great-specifications
https://automationpanda.com/2017/01/30/bdd-101-writing-good-gherkin/
https://automationpanda.com/2017/01/30/bdd-101-writing-good-gherkin/
https://archivesspace.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ADC/pages/19202060/How+to+Request+a+New+Feature
https://archivesspace.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ADC/pages/19202060/How+to+Request+a+New+Feature
https://archivesspace.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ADC/pages/3593306113/Behavior+Scenarios
https://archivesspace.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ADC/pages/3593306113/Behavior+Scenarios
mailto:ArchivesSpaceHome@lyrasis.org
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