
Adding	in	(some	of)	the	
Missing	Pieces	in	
ArchivesSpace	

Mostly	the	search	bits!	
	

But	also	some	other	stuff.	
	

Joshua	Shaw	–	Dartmouth	College	



Moving	to	ArchivesSpace		

•  We	went	live	a	liFle	over	a	year	ago	to	the	day	–	July	29th	

•  We	were	using	a	homegrown	Filemaker	Database	

•  We’ve	got	about	½	million	objects	in	the	database	
•  500k	Archival	Objects	
•  3k	Resources	
•  5k	Accessions	
•  25k	Containers	
•  13k	LocaUons	

•  Data	includes	sensiUve	material	like	FERPA,	HIPPA,	personnel,	etc	
–	what	Dartmouth	calls	DISC	level	3	data.	But	its	really	only	the	
descripUve	metadata	about	that	type	of	data,	so	let’s	call	it	level	
2.5.	This	will	be	important	later	on!	



A	looong	list	of	the	Plugins	

•  OnBase	IntegraUon	

•  Records	Management	
Ingest	

•  SSO	integraUon	

•  Accession	Snapshot	

•  Accession	IdenUfiers	

•  AddiUonal	Contact	Details	

•  User	Defined	in	Basic	

•  Payments	module	

•  UDF	Exports	(MARC	&	EAD)	

•  Container	Management	–	
Label	prinUng	

•  Custom	Reports	

•  UI	CustomizaUons	



The	Usual	Search	Results	



What	happens	when	we	want	to	add	
more	stuff	–	columns,	facets,	buFons? 		

•  We	wanted	an	easy	way	to	view	addiUonal	metadata	
about	a	parUcular	result	–	like	the	resource	id	(call	
number)	the	context	(what	the	parent	hierarchy	looks	
like)	and	the	loca1on	(because	mostly	we	want	to	
fetch	this	thing	for	a	patron).	So	let’s	add	columns	and	
more	buFons.	

•  But	what	about	more	facets?	We	want	to	know	what	
type	of	Archival	Object	we	are	looking	at.	

•  Rinse	and	repeat	unUl	we	get	a	mess.	Too	many	
columns	and	a	cluFered	UI.	



The	Usual	Search	Results	
With	AddiUons	=	CLUTTER!	



Taking	some	Cues	from	the	
New	Public	UI	(and	Google)	



Changing	up	the	Results	



With	some	BuFons	Remaining	



What	does	that	Cart	Thing	Do?	



And	You	get	a	Report	too!	

Caveats (for the moment) 
•  Very much dependent on our initial hierarchy 
•  Expects a strict hierarchy – no skips & “boxes” – yeah don’t go 

there. 
•  On my ToDo list to make it hierarchy agnostic. 
•  Maybe change the report format? 



Code	Snippets	–	But	Not	a	Lot	
of	Them	



Thoughts	about	CirculaUon	

•  We’ve	got	a	lot	of	data	that	needs	to	stay	in	
ArchivesSpace	(or	some	other	secured	applicaUon)	

•  This	data	won’t	ever	see	the	light	of	day	–	at	least	the	
public	light	of	day	for	a	looooong	Ume.	

•  So….	Maybe	build	a	circulaUon	plugin	that	we	can	
share	with	the	community	



A	Basic	Workflow	for	CirculaUon	

Add users 
(institution & non-
affiliated) to 
ArchivesSpace 

Add a cart 
mechanism to 
the public side 
of  the app. 

Add a staff  interface to 
manage circulation 
requests. Lists the user’s 
request(s) all in one 
group and is searchable. 

Allow staff  to 
cherry pick requests 
and print pick slips 
for retrieval 

Track all transactions, but at the most 
basic level, record the user, the item, 
the request date & time, and the 
current and final outcomes (in use & 
returned. 



QuesUons?	
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