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Getting Ready







Free! https://marcedit.reeset.net/

https://marcedit.reeset.net/






Type Cost per new license 
(renewals are cheaper)

Academic $99

Business $688

Individual $198

30-day trial FREE

https://www.oxygenxml.com/

https://www.oxygenxml.com/


● ArchivesSpace @ Yale
http://campuspress.yale.edu/yalearchivesspace/, especially 

http://campuspress.yale.edu/yalearchivesspace/2015/07/22/validation-scenarios/

● Bentley
http://archival-integration.blogspot.com/, especially http://archival-

integration.blogspot.com/2015/05/legacy-ead-clean-up-getting-started.html

● Chaos → Order
https://icantiemyownshoes.wordpress.com/, especially 

https://icantiemyownshoes.wordpress.com/category/eads-in-aggregate/

● Way More at Awesome ArchivesSpace!
https://github.com/archivesspace/awesome-archivesspace#migrations

Blogs

http://campuspress.yale.edu/yalearchivesspace/
http://campuspress.yale.edu/yalearchivesspace/2015/07/22/validation-scenarios/
http://archival-integration.blogspot.com/
http://archival-integration.blogspot.com/2015/05/legacy-ead-clean-up-getting-started.html
https://icantiemyownshoes.wordpress.com/
https://icantiemyownshoes.wordpress.com/category/eads-in-aggregate/
https://github.com/archivesspace/awesome-archivesspace#migrations


Getting started



Test imports in the Sandbox (or your dev server)

http://sandbox.archivesspace.org/

http://sandbox.archivesspace.org/


Test imports in the Sandbox (or your dev server)

http://sandbox.archivesspace.org/

http://sandbox.archivesspace.org/


Mark Custer’s EAD-validation schematron

https://raw.githubusercontent.com/fordmadox/schematrons/
master/ArchivesSpace-EAD-validator.sch

https://raw.githubusercontent.com/fordmadox/schematrons/master/ArchivesSpace-EAD-validator.sch
https://raw.githubusercontent.com/fordmadox/schematrons/master/ArchivesSpace-EAD-validator.sch




ArchivesSpace MARCXML Import / Export Map

http://archivesspace.org/wp-content/uploads/
2016/08/MARCXML-Import-Export-Mapping-20130715.xlsx

http://archivesspace.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/MARCXML-Import-Export-Mapping-20130715.xlsx
http://archivesspace.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/MARCXML-Import-Export-Mapping-20130715.xlsx


Known issues/bugs in JIRA

https://archivesspace.atlassian.net
Issues and filters > Open issues

https://archivesspace.atlassian.net


Using Oxygen







Problem I need to 
find/replace text in 
a bunch of files.

Example: change 
“Haverford Quaker 
Collection” to
“Haverford Quaker & 
Special Collections”



Easy find/replace

● Extra periods at end of subject

● - - instead of -- in subjects

● <langusage>English</langusage> 

instead of 

<langusage>ENG</langusage>

● Empty <p/> tags



Problem I need to delete a 
tag and anything it 
contains across all 
my files.

Example: delete all 
the note head labels 



Do a lot more with a tiny 
bit of RegEx...

.*   - anything



Problem I need to make a 
change, but only in 
a certain field

Example: add a 
prefix to identifier at 
collection-level only



Do a lot more with a tiny 
bit of XPath...

/node/node/...etc



How to find the 
XPath
/ead

/archdesc[1]

/dsc[1]

/c01[3]

/c02[1]

/did[1]

/unittitle[1]



Do a lot more with a tiny 
bit of XPath...

select attributes with 

[@tag="XXX"]

or ignore with

[not(@tag="XXX")]



Problem I want to review the 
contents of a tag in 
all my files

Example: verify 
access restrictions 
are consistent



Do a lot more with a tiny 
bit of XPath...

//tag

find tag wherever it is





Extra Credit
Problem

I need a list of all 
the tags I’m using

Beware: some 
MARC fields are 
silently dropped 
from import



ArchivesSpace MARCXML Import / Export Map

http://archivesspace.org/wp-content/uploads/
2016/08/MARCXML-Import-Export-Mapping-20130715.xlsx

http://archivesspace.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/MARCXML-Import-Export-Mapping-20130715.xlsx
http://archivesspace.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/MARCXML-Import-Export-Mapping-20130715.xlsx


Get all tags



Clean in Excel

Formula =MID(A1,FIND("tag=",A1)+3,LEN(A1))



Clean in Excel



Thank you!
ccauste1@swarthmore.edu

mailto:ccauste1@swarthmore.edu


ArchivesSpace and CSV metadata

Bria Parker
Head, Discovery and Metadata Services

University of Maryland Libraries



Where we were...



● OpenRefine
○ Normalize date formats (yyyy-mm-dd, etc.)

○ Normalize extents (lin ft → linear_feet)

○ Apply controlled vocabularies

○ Make other metadata consistent (e.g. contacts)

Accessions



OpenRefine is...

A free tool for cleaning your data. 

This includes: 

● normalization 

● parsing/splitting

● batch transformation

● reconciliation

● data fetching 

(Formerly known as Google Refine)



OpenRefine...

● Get started by going to http://openrefine.org/

● Tutorials:
○ https://blogs.library.duke.edu/bitstreams/2015/05/01/metadata-

adventures/

○ http://thomaspadilla.org/dataprep/

○ http://journal.code4lib.org/articles/11179

○ http://archival-integration.blogspot.com/2015/06/normalizing-

dates-with-openrefine.html

http://openrefine.org/
https://blogs.library.duke.edu/bitstreams/2015/05/01/metadata-adventures/
http://thomaspadilla.org/dataprep/
http://journal.code4lib.org/articles/11179
http://archival-integration.blogspot.com/2015/06/normalizing-dates-with-openrefine.html


Extent normalization









Date normalization

Borrowed and adapted scripts and process from University of 

Michigan Bentley Library (https://github.com/bentley-historical-

library)

● Programmatically identify common date formats and insert 

the normal attribute in the correct date format in the EAD (for 

XML)

● Also provided guidance for extracting dates from EAD in .csv 

format and working with them in OpenRefine

● The same tools worked for more than EAD XML (hint: csv!)

https://github.com/bentley-historical-library


Regular Expressions

● Very powerful tool for dealing with dates, 

or any alphanumeric data that needs to 

be structured

● Way of representing alpha-numeric 

patterns.





[A-Za-z] - any letter, upper or lower case

[A-Za-z]{6} - six letters

[A-Za-z]+ - any number of letters in a row

\d - any date

\d{4} - 4-digit date

[A-Za-z]+ \d{1,2}, \d{4} - date format like July 17, 1979

^\d{4} - begins with a 4-digit date

More regular expressions 



More regular expressions 

● see regexr.com for more examples, and you can even 
test out expressions in their interface.



Woman at International Ladies Garment Workers Union march - http://hdl.handle.net/1903.1/32553



Challenges

● Spreadsheets not in the same format as those from The Beast

○ (plus, we had a converter we could use to get from The Beast to 

EAD)

● No .csv import of finding aid data function native in 

ArchivesSpace

○ Plugins available, but that required developer time that was not 

available





http://steady2.herokuapp.com/





by owlpacino (CC-BY-ND 2.0)

https://flic.kr/p/6vwycW

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


Additional arguments

● Collection level
○ Resource id

○ Extent

○ Scope

○ Normalized dates













Lessons Learned

● Steady/Stead fits wide range of skill

● Reuse, reuse, reuse



Wrap-up

● OpenRefine

○ Date normalization!

○ Extent normalization!

○ Controlled vocabs!

○ Regular Expressions!

● Steady/Stead

○ template for converting .csv to EAD XML!



Questions?

Thanks!
blparker@umd.edu


