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Islandora-Only Process

• First fully digitized collection: Paul 
MacCready Papers (60,000+ digital files)

• Uploaded finding aid to Islandora to allow 
hierarchical navigation of digital objects
– Difficult to get the desired digital object
– Impossible to return to the same place within 

the finding aid after having viewed a digital 
object.







New Multi-System Process

• Utilize the strengths of each system
– ArchivesSpace for metadata 

search/browse/display
– Islandora for digital object viewing (and 

full-text searching)







Workflow

• Process collection at folder level with 
metadata entered on a spreadsheet

• Create scripts to load objects into 
Islandora

• Create scripts to retrieve the Islandora 
identifiers

• Import updated metadata records into 
ArchivesSpace



Tools

• Google Sheets
– https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/ 

• Islandora Book Batch (with Drush)
– https://github.com/islandora/islandora_book_batch

• Islandora Datastream CRUD (with Drush)
– https://github.com/SFULibrary/islandora_datastream_crud

• Harvard aspace-import-excel plugin
– https://github.com/harvard-library/aspace-import-excel







Future Plans

• Metadata sync from ArchivesSpace to 
Islandora

• Connect pre-existing collections
• Create a seamless experience between 

platforms through design
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