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Archives at NCBS: Reading Room 1



03/17, ArchivesSpace at American Institute of Physics – Thanks, Amanda Nelson!

2017                                                  2018                                                2019

03/17 – 04/17, Endorsement for ArchivesSpace from NYU, SNAC Cooperative

04/17 – 06/17, Connect to ArchivesSpace through SNAC Cooperative

06/17, First conversation with ArchivesSpace, Christine Di Bella

04/17-08/17, Conversations with IT at NCBS. First ArchivesSpace instance

08/17-01/18, Fiddling with ArchivesSpace. Distinguishing from DAMS, figuring out future plans

01/18, Decided with ArchivesSpace

01/18-11/18, Almost a year of nothing – building physical archive, setting up finding aids

03/18-Now, Guidance from Caltech Archives on DAMS – Islandora, ArchivesSpace

09/18, University of Melbourne Archives intro to AtoM – alternative archive description+~DAMS

11/18, Archives opening prep: Build up ArchivesSpace, no DAMS – stick with Drupal prototype

12/18, Become ArchivesSpace ‘very small institution’ member

12/18, Finalize finding aids. Ananya (3rd yr student) ingests data on ArchivesSpace

01/19, ArchivesSpace live. 18 collections with finding aids. Only oral history digital

02/19, ArchivesSpace public interface tweak to remove all unused options



Why
• Open source and free – important for a tiny institution with limited financial 
resources

• Wide community of archives for support

• Web-based platform that adopts archival description standards + easy to test 
without commits

• Archives has no previous system: Completely open to any possibilities out 
there.



Archives at the National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS)
http://archives.ncbs.res.in/

Catalogue button -> ArchivesSpace: http://catalogue.archives.ncbs.res.in/



Archives: Accessioning, Description, Web Access
ArchivesSpace catalogue, Archives at NCBS: http://catalogue.archives.ncbs.res.in/



ArchivesSpace: Archives at NCBS: Collections Page



ArchivesSpace: Archives at NCBS: 
Ravi Sankaran papers. 1/2



ArchivesSpace: Archives at NCBS: 
Ravi Sankaran papers. 2/2



ArchivesSpace: Archives at NCBS: 
Sample ‘folder level’ object from a collection



ArchivesSpace: Archives at NCBS: Sample search result



Thoughts after being live for 1.5 months
• Initial install+interface tweaks requires some minimal tech support.

• Small learning curve: All ingesting of data done by 2nd yr (college) history student

• We now have a very discoverable archive. Easy to edit, add entries. Become sole 
search method.

• Quite useful in tracking between accessions to archive and final object description. 

• Standards: Describing Archives – Content Standard (DACS) -American. ISAD(G) link. 

• Some alternatives: Access to Memory (AtoM) – ISAD(G). description+~DAMS 
platform

• Great support – a buddy community! https://archivesspace.org/community/aspace-
buddies

• Duplication of metadata in digital asset system. Revisit Block A, Session: “Integration 
with digital objects”.



Broader Why

Interconnected Digital Archives of Science

Potential for ArchivesSpace to be a platform that aids the building 
of a consortium of science archives

Common space for description and discovery



Consortium of science archives. 2020-2021

Launch of IDAS
Interconnected Digital Archive of Science

Specere
Standardized tool for annotation of archival objects

Milli
Story building tool using archival objects

Archives at NCBS: 
Template for physical archives + digital narrative space

Phase 1: Early 2019

Phase 2: Early 2020

Phase 3: Mid 2020

Phase 4: 2020-2021



Phase 4: Interconnected Digital Archive of Science (IDAS)

Present and futurePast

Archives at 
NCBS

Archive X

Archive Y

Archive Z

Ev
en

t a
nd

 o
bj

ec
t

M
et

ad
at

a 
ou

tp
ut

s

ID
AS

 : 
Ne

tw
or

k 
of

 a
rc

hi
ve

s

Optional user metadata

Story 1

Story 2

Story 3

Story N M
ill

i: 
Ne

tw
or

k 
of

 st
or

ie
s

Milli: Story building portal
Sp

ec
er

e
Dy

na
m

ic 
an

no
ta

tio
n

Database Narrative
M

em
or

y



Venkat Srinivasan
Archives, National Centre for Biological Sciences. Bangalore, India.
http://archives.ncbs.res.in/
venkats@ncbs.res.in

Archives at NCBS

Thanks, and over to University of Hawaiʻi - Mānoa!


