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• Faceted Application of Subject Terminology

• Created by OCLC in 1998 to be:
• Easier for non-catalogers to apply
• Designed for the web

• Uses LCSH vocabulary with a simplified syntax1

WHAT IS FAST?



BENEFITS OF FAST
• Designed for the web and linked data

• LCSH was designed for left-aligned catalog cards
• Many OPACs don’t offer subject browsing anymore2

• Long strings are broken up
• United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Prisoners and prisons -- Juvenile literature

• Each heading only contains one facet type
• Topical
• Geographic
• Period
• Event

• Person
• Corporation
• Form
• Uniform Title



LCSH VS. FAST

• LCSH
• United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Prisoners and prisons -- Juvenile literature

• FAST
• American Civil War (1861-1865) 
• 1861-1865
• Prisoners of war
• United States
• History
• Juvenile works

http://experimental.worldcat.org/fast/fastconverter/

http://experimental.worldcat.org/fast/fastconverter/


PROBLEMS WITH FAST
• Loss of context3

• Headings for Civil War Leadership and Mexican War Experience:
• LCSH

• Mexican War, 1846-1848 -- Influence
• United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Campaigns

• FAST
• Mexican War (1846-1848)
• American Civil War (1861-1865)
• Influence (Literary, artistic, etc.)
• Military campaigns 

• Loss of ability to browse similar headings
• LCSH: “Japan -- History -- Allied occupation, 1945-1952”
• FAST: “Allied Occupation of Japan (1945-1952)”



USING FAST IN ARCHIVESSPACE

• FAST tools are available at http://fast.oclc.org/

• Locally developed plugin using the assignFAST service
• Autocomplete functionality
• Subject lookup and creation on-the-fly

http://fast.oclc.org/








BENEFITS EXPERIENCED

• Good for small archives without a dedicated cataloger

• Ease of use allows for richer descriptions
• Great for military units!

• Results are friendlier for patrons
• LCSH: “Japan -- History -- Allied occupation, 1945-1952”
• FAST: “Allied Occupation of Japan (1945-1952)”
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